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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to Application 10/605657 filed on October 16, 
2003. Claims 1-20 are pending in the application and have been examined. 

Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Lack of clarity 

* 

and precision due to typographical errors. 

Consider paragraph 0002, "devicefor" should be written as "device for". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Consider paragraph 0005, "However the prior art the conventional phone camera 
only provides" should be changed to, "However, the prior art of the conventional phone 
camera only provides", or something of similar nature in order to make the sentence 
comprehensible. Appropriate correction is required. 

Consider paragraph 0008, "amethod" should be written as "a method". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Consider paragraph 0016, "effectsto" should be written as "effects to". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Consider paragraph 0023, "receives the editing image" should be written as 
"receives the edited image". Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Objections 

3. Claim 1 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: Lack of clarity and 
precision due to typographical errors. 

The phrase "datacaptured" should be rewritten as "data captured". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

5. Claims 1-5, 13, 14, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Yonekura et al.(WIPO Publication WO 02/071 733). - 

> 

The examiner is relying on WIPO Publication 02/071733 as the grounds for this 
rejection. U.S. Patent Application Publication 2004/01 10474 is the national stage 
application of this WIPO Publication filed under 35 U.S.C. 371 , and is used by the 
examiner as an English language equivalent for WIPO Publication 02/071733. The 
examiner acknowledges that this is not an official translation. 



Consider claim 1, Yonekura et al. teaches: 
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An image editing devicefattachment", 3, figures 1, 3-6, paragraphs 0075-0085, 
0091-0145) for editing image data(The attachment(i.e. image editing device) contains 
application programs for converting(i.e. editing) the input image data. See paragraphs 
0080-0083) captured by a phone camera("digital camera", 2), wherein the image editing 
device(3) is connected to the phone camera(2) and a mobile phonefcellular phone 
terminal", 4)(The attachment is connected to the cellular phone terminal(paragraph 
0068, "a cellular phone terminal(4) to which the attachment^) is connected") and to the 
camera(2)(The attachment^) is connected to the camera(2) through USB, Bluetooth, 
infrared, or the like, see paragraphs 0096-0099)), 

the phone camera(2, figures 8 and 9) comprising a housing(see figure 8, the 
housing is in the form of a wristwatch), and a connecting port(figure 9, "Ir 
Communication Module" 215(208)) installed on the housing(see figure 9, paragraph 
0045), 

the mobile phone(4) comprising a housing(4, see figure 1), and a connecting 
port(figure 2, "connector", 414, paragraph 0074) installed on the housing of the mobile 
phone(see figure 2, paragraph 0035), 

the image editing device(3) comprising: 

a housing(see figures 3A-3E); 

a receiving module(figure 4, "Ir communication section" 305(309)) installed inside 
the housing(see figure 4, paragraph 0038) of the image editing device(3) for connecting 
to the connecting port(215) of the phone camera(2) and receiving data(The Ir 
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communication modules(305(309) and 215(208)) perform two way 
transmission/reception of image data, paragraph 0089) from the phone camera(2); 

an editing modulefCPU" 313, and "ROM" 314, figure 5) installed inside the 
housing(figures 3A-3E) of the image editing device(3) for editing data(The ROM(314) 
contains conversion application programs that the CPU(313) uses for editing image 
data, paragraphs 0080-0083) received by the receiving module(305(309)); 

a memoryfROM" 314, "RAM" 315, figure 5) installed inside the housing(figures 
3A-3E) of the image editing device(3) for storing data(inherent in a memory, the "ROM" 
stores application conversion programs, paragraph 0080); 

* 

a control module("CPU" 313) installed inside the housing(figures 3A-3E) of the 
image editing device(3) for controlling(The CPU(313) runs editing programs as well as 
the communication module, etc. paragraph 0079) the image editing device(3); 

and an outputting modulefcellular phone connector" 301, figure 4) installed 

inside the housing(figures 3A-3E) of the image editing device(3) for connecting to the 
connecting port(The connector(301 ) of the editing device(3) connects with the 
connector(414) of the mobile phone(4), paragraph 0042) of the mobile phone(4) and 
outputting data edited by the editing module(3) to the mobile phone(4)(The editing 
device(3) acts as a pathway by receiving data from the camera(2), editing it, and 

■ 

outputting it to the mobile phone(4), paragraphs 0091-0103, figures 10-12). 

Consider claim 2, and as applied to claim 1 above, Yonekura et al. further 
teaches: 
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* 

a transmitting module(USB Port, 306, figure 4, see also figure 23) installed inside 
the housing(figures 3A-3E) of the image editing device(3) for connecting to a 
computerfNotebook Computer" 10) and transmitting data with the computer(The 
attachment^) can also communicate with a notebook computer(10), paragraph 01 17) . 

Consider claim 3, and as applied to claim 2 above, Yonekura et al. further 
teaches: 

the transmitting module communicates with the computer(10) in the Bluetooth 
wireless network protocol(ln figure 5(3140), Bluetooth wireless network communication 
is taught as one of many of the communication protocols stored in the ROM(314) of the 
editing device(3), paragraph 0080) 

Consider claim 4, and as applied to claim 2 above, Yonekura et al. further 
teaches that the transmitting moduleflr Communication Section" 305(309), figure 4) 
communicates with the computer(peripheral device, see figure 4) by infrared 
technologyfdata using the infrared ray is transmitted" paragraph 0099). 

Consider claim 5, and as applied to claim 2 above, Yonekura et al. further 
teaches that the transmitting module(USB Port, 306, figure 4. The USB port is an 
additional option for the transmitting module.) contains a USB interface(paragraph 
0117). 
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Consider claim 13, Yonekura et al. teaches: 

A method for editing image data(paragraphs 0075-0085, 0091-0145) captured by 
a phone camera(2, figure 1), wherein the phone camera(2) comprises a housing(see 
figure 8) and a connecting port(lr Communication Module, 215(208)) installed on the 
housing of the phone camera(2), the method comprising: 

(a) providing an image editing device(3, figure 1) 

(b) transmitting data received captured the phone camera(2) to the editing 
device(see claim 1 rationale) 

(c) editing the data captured by the phone camera with the image editing 
device(see claim 1 rationale); and 

(d transmitting the data edited by the image editing device to a mobile 
phone(4)(see claim 1 rationale). 

Consider claim 14, and as applied to claim 13 above, Yonekura et al further 
teaches: 

the image editing device(3) comprising: 
a housing(see figures 3A-3E); 

a receiving module(figure 4, "Ir communication section" 305(309)) installed inside 
the housing(paragraph 0038) of the image editing device(3) for connecting to the 
connecting port(215) of the phone camera(2) and receiving data(The I r communication 
modules(305(309) and 215(208)) perform two way transmission/reception of image 
data, paragraph 0089) from the phone camera(2); 
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an editing modulefCPU" 313, and "ROM" 314, figure 5) installed inside the 
housing(figures 3A-3E) of the image editing device(3) for editing data(The ROM(314) 
contains conversion application programs that the CPU(313) uses for editing image 
data, paragraphs 0080-0083) received by the receiving module(305(309)); 

a memoryfROM" 314, "RAM" 315, figure 5) installed inside the housing(figures 
3A-3E) of the image editing device(3) for storing data(inherent in a memory, the "ROM" 
stores application conversion programs, paragraph 0080); 

a control module("CPU" 313) installed inside the housing(figures 3A-3E) of the 
image editing device(3) for controlling(The CPU(313) runs editing programs as well as 
the communication module, etc. paragraph 0079) the image editing device(3); 

and an outputting modulefcellular phone connector" 301, figure 4) installed 
inside the housing(figures 3A-3E) of the image editing device(3) for connecting to the 
connecting port(The connector(301 ) of the editing device(3) connects with the 
connector(414) of the mobile phone(4), paragraph 0076) of the mobile phone(4) and 
outputting data edited by the editing module(3) to the mobile phone(4)(The editing 
device(3) acts as a pathway by receiving data from the camera(2), editing it, and 
outputting it to the mobile phone(4), paragraphs 0091-0103, figures 10-12). 

Consider claim 19, and as applied to claim 13 above, Yonekura et al. further 
teaches that the image editing device is a computer(The image editing is done by a 
CPU(i.e. a computer, 313, figure 4. This computer runs programs stored in ROM for 
image editing, see claim 13 rationale.) 
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Consider claim 20, and as applied to claim 19 above, Yonekura et al. further 
teaches that the image editing device(3) is connected to the phone camera(2) and the 
mobile phone(4) by cables(Yonekura et al. teaches of a USB Port(306) for connecting to 
peripheral devices(i.e. a camera and the like). A USB Port would use USB cables. As 
for the mobile phone(4), a connector(414) of the phone(4) is connected to the matching 
connector(301 ) or the image editing device(3). Because the connection of the mobile 
phone(4) and the image editing device(3) is a physical connection, it is reasonable to 

* 

suggest that it is done using cables.) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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8. Claims 6, 7, 15, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yonekura et al. 

Consider claim 6, and as applied to claim 1 above, Yonekura et al. teaches of 
communication modules with interface support for Bluetooth, USB, and infrared 
communication(see figure 5). Yonekura et al. also teaches, in paragraph 0082, that 
other communication interfaces can be loaded in order to communicate with other 
peripheral devices. However, Yonekura et al. does not explicitly teach that the receiving 
module of the image editing device contains a Pop-Port interface. 

However, Official Notice (MPEP 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of using a Pop-Port interface are well known and expected in the art. The 
Pop-Port interface is a new interface of the next generation of mobile phones and users. 
Pop-Port interface is designed for the mobile environment and supporting advanced 
functions including support of high-speed data connectivity with USB properties through 
Pop-Port interface compatible data cables. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use a Pop-Port interface in the receiving module taught by 
Yonekura et al. for the advantage of enabling better compatibility between mobile 
phones and accessories. 

Consider claim 7, and as applied to claim 1 above, Yonekura et al. teaches of 
communication modules with interface support for Bluetooth, USB, and infrared 
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communication(see figure 5). Yonekura et al. also teaches, in paragraph 0082, that 
other communication interfaces can be loaded in order to communicate with other 
peripheral devices. However, Yonekura et al. does not explicitly teach that the 
outputting module of the image editing device contains an RS-232 interface. 

However, Official Notice (MPEP 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of using an RS-232 interface are well known and expected in the art. The 
RS-232 interface is a standard feature for serial communications, such as modem 
connections, on many computers. RS-232 has largely been supplanted by other 
interface standards in computer products, although it is still used to connect legacy 
peripherals, industrial equipment (such as based on PLCs), and console ports. RS-232 
is still quite common in point-of-sale (cash drawers, barcode, and magnetic stripe 
readers), amateur electronics and industrial measurement and remote-control devices, 
so computers made for such applications are still equipped with RS-232 ports. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use an RS-232 interface in the receiving module taught by 
Yonekura et al. for the advantage of enabling better compatibility between mobile 
phones and accessories by enabling connection with legacy peripherals. 

Consider claim 15, and as applied to claim 14 above, Yonekura et al. teaches of 
communication modules with interface support for Bluetooth, USB, and infrared 
communication(see figure 5). Yonekura et al. also teaches, in paragraph 0082, that 
other communication interfaces can be loaded in order to communicate with other 
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peripheral devices. However, Yonekura et al. does not explicitly teach that the receiving 
module of the image editing device contains a Pop-Port interface. 

However, Official Notice (MPEP 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of using a Pop-Port interface are well known and expected in the art. The 
Pop-Port interface is a new interface of the next generation of mobile phones and users. 
Pop-Port interface is designed for the mobile environment and supporting advanced 
functions including support of high-speed data connectivity with USB properties through 
Pop-Port interface compatible data cables. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use a Pop-Port interface in the receiving module of the 
image editing device taught by Yonekura et al. for the advantage of enabling better 
compatibility between mobile phones and accessories. 



Consider claim 16, and as applied to claim 14 above, Yonekura et al. teaches of 
communication modules with interface support for Bluetooth, USB, and infrared 
communication(see figure 5). Yonekura et al. also teaches, in paragraph 0082, that 

r 

M 

other communication interfaces can be loaded in order to communicate with other 
peripheral devices. However, Yonekura et al. does not explicitly teach that the 
outputting module of the image editing device contains an RS-232 interface. 

However, Official Notice (MPEP 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of using an RS-232 interface are well known and expected in the art. The 
RS-232 interface is a standard feature for serial communications, such as modem 



Application/Control Number: 10/605,657 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2621 

connections, on many computers. RS-232 has largely been supplanted by other 
interface standards in computer products, although it is still used to connect legacy 
peripherals, industrial equipment (such as based on PLCs), and console ports. RS-232 
is still quite common in point-of-sale (cash drawers, barcode, and magnetic stripe 
readers), amateur electronics and industrial measurement and remote-control devices, 
so computers made for such applications are still equipped with RS-232 ports. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use an RS-232 interface in the outputting module of an 
image editing device as taught by Yonekura et al. for the advantage of enabling better 
compatibility between mobile phones and accessories by enabling connection with 
legacy peripherals. 

9. Claims 8, 11, 12, 17, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yonekura et al. in view of Endo(US Patent 6,965,403). 

Consider claim 8, and as applied to claim 1 above, Yonekura et al. teaches that 
the image editing device contains a housing(figures 3A-3E). However, Yonekura et al. 
does not explicitly teach that the housing contains a plurality of control buttons for 
inputting a control signal. 

Like Yonekura et al., Endo also teaches of an image editing device(figures 2, 3, 
14, and 15, column 7, line 60 through column 8, line 4, column 9, lines 55-64). Also like 
Yonekura et al., Endo teaches that the image editing device contains an image 
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conversion circuit(66, figure 1 ) for converting image size and gradation levels, and a 
USB connector(68, figure 1 ) for establishing an external connection with a computer. 
However, unlike Yonekura et al., Endo teaches that the housing(70, figure 2, 

■ 

figures 14-15) contains a plurality of control buttons(130, 132, and 134 of figures 14-15. 
The control buttons of figure 2 are soft keys which are operated using the pen(72), see 
figures 7-13, "menu", "edit", "display", and "tool") for inputting a control signal("ln figure 7 
there is shown a key input device 136 for controlling the cursor key switch 130, set key 
switch 132, and mode key switch 134."). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use the plurality of control buttons taught by Endo on the 
housing of image editing device taught by Yonekura et al. in order to be able to perform 

4 

functions on the data manually, choose which images to edit, organize images, and 
conserve memory by only saving desired images(column 4, lines 26-29, column 8, lines 
27 through column 9, line 20, column 9, lines 56-64). 

Consider claim 1 1 , and as applied to claim 1 above, Yonekura et al. teaches of 
an image editing device comprising a housing(see claim 1 rationale). 

However, Yonekura et al. does not explicitly teach that a touch panel is installed 
on the housing for imputing a control signal. 

Like Yonekura et al., Endo also teaches of an image editing device(figures 2, 3, 
14, and 15, column 7, line 60 through column 8, line 4, column 9, lines 55-64). Also like 
Yonekura et al., Endo teaches that the image editing device contains an image 
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conversion circuit(66, figure 1) for converting image size and gradation levels, and a 
USB connector(68, figure 1) for establishing an external connection with a computer. 

However, unlike Yonekura et al., Endo teaches that a tough panel("digitizer" 42, 
figures 2 and 3, column 7, line 60 through column 8, line 4) is installed on the 
housingfexternal casing" 70). Endo teaches that the touch panel allows for character 
input and position designation on the digitizer(42) using the pen(72)(column 7 lines 63- 
64). The touch panel, in correlation with the pen is used to select menu items, and the 
selected menus are read from ROM(36, figure 1 ) and executed by the CPU(20, figure 1 , 
column 8, lines 28-40). One of such programs is an "editing" program. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to include the touch panel for inputting a control signal as 
taught by Endo on the housing of image editing device taught by Yonekura et al. in 
order to be able to perform functions on the data manually, choose which images to 
edit/organize images, and conserve memory by only saving desired images(column 4, 
lines 26-29, column 8, lines 27 through column 9, line 20). 

Consider claim 12, and as applied to claim 1 above, Yonekura et al. further 

teach: 

a power supply module("Power Circuit" 317, figure 4, paragraph 0045) installed 
inside the housing(figures 3A-3E) of the image editing device(3) for receiving electric 
power(The power circuit(317) is connected to the battery(i.e. electric power), paragraph 
0045) and supplying the electric power to the image editing device(The power supply 
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« 

module(317) supplies power to the image editing device(3), and monitors the battery 
capacity(paragraph 0060)). 

However, although Yonekura et al. do not explicitly teach that the electric power 
is external electric power. 

Like Yonekura et al., Endo also teaches of an image editing device(figures 2, 3, 
14, and 15, column 7, line 60 through column 8, line 4, column 9, lines 55-64). Also like 
Yonekura et al., Endo teaches that the image editing device contains an image 
conversion circuit(66, figure 1) for converting image size and gradation levels, and a 
USB connector(68, figure 1) for establishing an external connection with a computer. 

Endo teaches that the main body of the image editing device(figures 2 and 3) is 
placed in a cradle(80, figure 4). Power supply connectors(52a and 52b) are used to 
supply external power from the cradle(80) to the image editing device(column 7, line 47 
through column 8, line 9). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to supply external power as taught by Endo to the power 
supply module taught by Yonekura et al. so that cost-saving rechargeable batteries 
could be utilized and charged by the external power supply(column 7, lines 53-59). 

Consider claim 17, and as applied to claim 14 above, Yonekura et al. teaches 
that the image editing device contains a housing(figures 3A-3E). However, Yonekura et 
al. does not explicitly teach that the housing contains a plurality of control buttons for 
inputting a control signal. 



Application/Control Number: 10/605,657 Page 17 

Art Unit: 2621 

Like Yonekura et aL, Endo also teaches of an image editing device(figures 2, 3, 
14, and 15, column 7, line 60 through column 8, line 4, column 9, lines 55-64). Also like 
Yonekura et aL, Endo teaches that the image editing device contains an image 
conversion circuit(66, figure 1) for converting image size and gradation levels, and a 
USB connector(68, figure 1 ) for establishing an external connection with a computer. 

However, unlike Yonekura et al., Endo teaches that the housing(70, figure 2, 
figures 14-15) contains a plurality of control buttons(130, 132, and 134 of figures 14-15. 
The control buttons of figure 2 are soft keys which are operated using the pen(73), see 
figures 7-13, "menu", "edit", "display", and "tool") for inputting a control signalfln figure 7 
there is shown a key input device 136 for controlling the cursor key switch 130, set key 
switch 132, and mode key switch 134."). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use the plurality of control buttons taught by Endo on the 
housing of image editing device taught by Yonekura et al. in order to be able to perform 
functions on the data manually, choose which images to edit, organize images, and 
conserve memory by only saving desired images(column 4, lines 26-29, column 8, lines 
27 through column 9, line 20, column 9, lines 56-64). 

Consider claim 18, and as applied to claim 14 above, Yonekura et al. teaches of 
an image editing device comprising a housing(see claim 1 rationale). 

However, Yonekura et al. does not explicitly teach that a touch panel is installed 
on the housing for imputing a control signal. 
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Like Yonekura et al., Endo also teaches of an image editing device(figures 2, 3, 
14, and 15, column 7, line 60 through column 8, line 4, column 9, lines 55-64). Also like 
Yonekura et al., Endo teaches that the image editing device contains an image 

■ 

conversion circuit(66, figure 1 ) for converting image size and gradation levels, and a 
USB connector(68, figure 1) for establishing an external connection with a computer. 

However, unlike Yonekura et al., Endo teaches that a tough panelfdigitizer" 42, 
figures 2 and 3, column 7, line 60 through column 8, line 4) is installed on the 
housingfexternal casing" 70). Endo teaches that the touch panel allows for character 
input and position designation on the digitizer(42) using the pen(72)(column 7 lines 63- 

■ 

♦ r 

64). The touch panel, in correlation with the pen is used to select menu items, and the 
selected menus are read from ROM(36, figure 1) and executed by the CPU(20, figure 1 , 
column 8, lines 28-40). One of such programs is an "editing" program. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to include the touch panel for inputting a control signal as 
taught by Endo on the housing of image editing device taught by Yonekura et al. in 
order to be able to perform functions on the data manually, choose which images to 
edit, organize images, and conserve memory by only saving desired images(column 4, 
lines 26-29, column 8, lines 27 through column 9, line 20). 

10. Claims 9, 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yonekura et al. in view of Endo as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of 
Kurashige et al(US Patent 6,181 ,384). 
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Consider claim 9, and as applied to claim 8 above, Yonekura et al. teaches of an 
image editing device(see claim 1 rationale) and Endo teaches of a plurality of control 
buttons installed on the housing of an image editing devise for inputting a control 
signal(see claim 8 rationale). 

However, neither Yonekura et al. nor Endo explicitly teaches that the editing 
module further comprises a special effects program. 

Like Yonekura et al. and Endo, Kurashige et al. also teaches of an image 
converting apparatus for converting image data(column 3, lines 39-49, column 9 line 31 
through column 13, line 17, figures 14-18). Kurashige teaches that conventional special 
effects including enlarging an image, shading an image, or color converting an image, 
are used to create a more visually impressive image. In addition to what is taught by 
Yonekura et al. and Endo, the device of Kurashige provides a special effects image 

« ... .-» -. * | ' , - • m ..... -Mr ■ » * ' 

editing system(figure 18, column 12, line 36 through column 13, line 17). The device of 
Kurashige et al. provides special effects by changing the color of the input image using 
the system shown in figure 18. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use the special effects program and implementation 

* 

devices as taught by Kurashige et al. in the image editing device taught by the 
combination of Yonekura et al. and Endo in order to obtain a more interesting and 
visually impressive image(column 1, lines 30-34). 
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Consider claim 10, and as applied to claim 9 above, Yonekura et al. teach of an 
image editing device(see claim 1 rationale), but do not explicitly teach that the image 
editing device contains a plurality of control buttons comprising a hot key for activating a 
special effects program. 

Endo teaches of a plurality of control buttons(see claim 8 rationale) which 
comprise a hot key("Edif , figure 6) for activating an editing program(column 8, lines 22- 
27). 

Conversely, the combined invention of Yonekura et al. and Endo does not 
explicitly teach that the program activated by the hot key is a special effects program. 

However, Kurashige et al. teaches of the benefit of using a special effects 
program(see claim 9 rationale). Kurashige et al. also teaches of using a control 
panel(control panel, 78, figure 18) for activating the special effects program(column 12, 
line 66 through column 13, line 6). Therefore, it would be reasonable to suggest that a 
hot key taught by Endo could be used in the control panel taught by Kurashige et al. in 
order to activate a special effects program. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert H. Cutler whose telephone number is (571 )-270- 
1460. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (7:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Edouard can be reached on (571)-272-7603. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/605,657 



Page 21 



Art Unit: 2621 

4 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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